New modification of the mandibulotomy approach without lip splitting.
A lower lip-splitting incision has traditionally been performed with different types of mandibulotomy approaches for obtaining wide access to oral and oropharyngeal cancers. However, lip splitting can be associated with unfavorable aesthetic results. We describe our new modification of a traditional mandibulotomy approach without lip splitting to avoid these morbidities. This is a case series in a tertiary referral center. The primary tumor site was the oropharynx in four cases, the oral cavity in two cases, and the parapharynx in one case. Each case was assessed for TNM staging, perioperative complications, status of the resection margins, tumor recurrence, and the aesthetic and functional results of the lower lip. All the tumors were safely removed by means of our modified non-lip-splitting mandibulotomy approach through the combined intraoral and transcervical routes with adequate resection margins. There were no troublesome difficulties in reconstruction of the surgical defects with various major flaps. The cosmetic results were excellent with intact lip function. We believe this new modified non-lip-splitting mandibulotomy approach could replace the conventional mandibulotomy approach for some selected malignant lesions, with excellent cosmetic and functional results of the lower lip.